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thirties will go to an attractive or promising young man fifteen years
younger without a gift. If she is well-off, the husband thus has a
chance for prosperity without hard work. This situation appeals to
poorer families with many sons. Hence the number of marriages
where the groom is considerably younger than the bride is quite
high.
Before a girl is definitely promised, her family almost always con-
sults with her. Some young girls are perfectly willing to marry old
men who have blankets, sheep, and jewelry. Strenuous objections on
the girl's part are usually respected unless it is felt that she is being
needlessly willful or stubborn. Occasionally, however, the girl will
not state her objection but will disappear into the woods the day
the marriage is to take place. Once in a while the bride has never
seen the groom until the actual ceremony and takes a violent dislike
to.liim. In this event she may weep wildly after the marriage and
refuse'point blank to go off alone with the man. In other instances
young girls appear to have real terror of the sex act and will run
off or refuse to cohabit. In all such cases Navahos take the situation
philosophically and do not insist that the marriage be consummated.
The girl will usually later marry another man and accept the sexual
side of marriage.
THE WEDDIKG
The marriage ceremony takes place at the home of the bride's par-
ents. The groom enters the hogan and walks sunwise around the
fire to a seat on the northwest side. The girl is led by her father to
a place next to the groom. The father takes a new basket filled with
corn mush and points the opening in the design to the east. He
makes a cross and'a circle in corn pollen upon the surface of the
basket and turns the design opening toward the young people. The
two then wash each other's hands in water. The man takes a pinch
of mush from where the pollen touches the circle to the east, then
bits from the south, west, and north sides. The girl follows him in
each of these acts. In some localities the couple is expected to con-
sume all the mush. Usually, however, after prayers and sometimes
songs the assembled relatives and friends eat the rest of the mush.
The two fathers (or distinguished older men who happen to be
present) deliver little sermons on the reciprocal dLuties of husband
and wife, how they should get along together, and the like. If the